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converted it into a lake. The people took refuge
in the hills. They prayed to Bochica, who appeared
one afternoon at sunset, on a rainbow, and offered
to remove the evil. His powerful aid was gratefully
accepted. Bochica struck the rocks of Tequendama
with his golden sceptre, and an opening was made
by which the waters precipitated themselves.
The plain once more appeared, more fertile than
before. Bochica, to punish Chibchacum for hav-
ing afflicted the people, obliged him to support
the land, which was previously held up by firm
props of lignum-vitse. Unfortunately, this retri-
bution was not without inconvenience, for from
that time there were earthquakes. The natives
explained this by saying that they were caused
by Chibchacum passing his burden from one
shoulder to the other. Doubtless the minds of
this imaginative people wrought out many
other legends of the same kind, but they are
lost to us.

The Chibchas had temples, but they preferred
to make their offerings to great rocks, to lakes
or waterfalls in the midst of grand scenery, es-
pecially when the offerings had reference to some
romantic legend of the past. The lake of Guata-
vita was annually the scene of one of these solemn